ST STANISLAS KOSTKA, C.                [Nov. 13

would procure the banishment of the Jesuits out of Poland, and would
make them feel the weight of his indignation, for having concurred to such
a dishonour of his family. Stanislas answered it in the most modest and
dutiful manner, but expressed a firm purpose of serving God according to
his vocation; and, without the least disturbance or trouble of mind, applied
himself to his religious duties, calmly recommending all things to God.

His own faults he always exaggerated with unfeigned simplicity, so as
to set them in a light in which only humility, which makes a person most
severe in condemning himself, could have represented them: whence others
said of him that he was his own grievous calumniator. As pride feels a
pleasure in public actions, so his greatest delight was secrecy, or some
humbling circumstance, whenever he made his appearance in public, as a
more than ordinary threadbare habit by which he might seem to strangers
to be a person of no consideration in the house, as he looked upon himself
and desired to be regarded by others. Nothing gave him so much con-
fusion and displeasure as to hear himself commended; and he was ingenious
in preventing all occasions of it, and in shunning everything by which he
might appear to others humble. The whole life of this fervent novice
seemed almost a continual prayer; nor was his prayer almost any other
than an uninterrupted exercise of the most tender love of God, which often
vented itself in torrents of sweet tears, or in holy transports or raptures.
By the habitual union of his heart with God he seemed, in the opinion
of his directors, never to be molested with distractions at his prayers.
Several, by having recommended themselves with confidence to his good
thoughts, have suddenly found themselves comforted and freed from bitter
anguish of soul and interior trouble of mind. The ardent love which the
saint had for Jesus Christ in the holy sacrament was so sensible that his
face appeared all on fire as soon as he entered the church. He was often
seen in a kind of ecstasy at mass, and always after receiving the holy
communion. The whole day on which he communicated, he could not,
without great difficulty and reluctance, speak of anything but the excess of
the love which Jesus Christ has expressed for us in that adorable sacrament;
and of this he discoursed with such interior feeling and joy, and in so
pathetic a manner, that the most experienced and spiritual fathers took great
delight in conversing with him.

This holy seraph, glowing with divine love, was inflamed with an un-
common ardour to be speedily united to the object of his love a considerable
time before his happy death, which he distinctly foretold to several. In the
beginning of August he said to several together that all men are bound
to watch, because they may die any day; but that this lesson particularly
regarded him, because he should certainly die before the end of that
month. Four days after, discoursing with F. Emmanuel Sa concerning
the feast of the Assumption of Our Lady, he said, in a kind of transport